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20085 ESTATE CABERNET SAUVIGNON

Release Date
Harvest Dates

Barrel Aging
Ouak
Blend

Alcohol

Rutherforcl, Napa Va]ley

October 1, 2008

September 26—October 25, 2005
22 Months

100% French, 95% new, 5% used

86% Cabernet Sauvignon, 6% Merlot, 5% Petit Verdot,
3% Cabernet Franc

14.8%

Winemaker Tasting Notes

After a cold and wet beginning, the 2005 vintage developed into a
wonderfully moderate growing season that had plenty of sun and
some decent hot temperatures, but contained no really aggressive
heat spikes. This helped the grapes to mature very evenly and deeply
with beautifully ripe flavors and rich, round tannins and allowed us
to pick the vineyard calmly over several weeks when each block had
reached its peak.

This wine jumps from the glass with an animated nose of flowers,
black cherries and ripe plums, liberally inflected with aromas of
cedar shavings, cigar box, wet river rocks and graphite. It cascades
across the palate revealing rich layers of black cherries, Créme de
cassis and blueberries intermixed with generous hints of black tea
and cardamom, leading to a reverberant exit of spiced plums and
kola nuts followed by a lengthy mouth coating finish. While
drinking well now, it will benefit from and open up more fully with
some additional time in bottle and should continue to develop more
weight and complexity over the next 10+ years.



